
.BROUGHTON 
SPElL 
Asides of M arch 
As we write this in the last d ays of • 
February, the weathe r s torming 
aro und us, we could be 
anticipating the incoming month 
of March . It 's during M arch th at 
the teuchit' s storm occurs. 

Teuchit is still used in some parts, 
but is the bird more generally known 
as the peewit. Their st orm is 
traditionally a period of bleak wintry 
weather in March "when they arrive 
and begin to nest. Why, when they 
could still be ~unning themselves 
somewhere more congenial is up to 
them - presumably even teuchits have 
their reasons.N 

In its var ious fo rms th is wee 
c r eatu re gets a round . As the 
peeweet it was used in Fife to 
describe a miner's semmit, usua lly 
blue-grey by reference to the bird' s 
p lu mage. We make no comment 
on la u nderin g tec hn iq ues 
thereabouts. And a peeesie-weesie 
was a person sharp-featured, shrill , 
whining - as well you mig ht be if 
yo u had f lo w n in to nest in 
Scotland d uring March 's teuchit' s 
storm. 

At th e end of March , the last 
three d ays were k nown as the 
borr owin d a ys . Lore has it that at 
some p o int th ese d ays were 
bo rrowed fro m April - and clearly 
never re turned . So M arc h has 
mu ch to answer fo r , bu t at least 
thi s can ' t be p inned on the teuchit. 
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SPURTLE please contact us. 

BROUGHTON BOOKS in 
Broughton Place are our 
"postbox". You can put a letter 
addressed to us through their 
letter box at any time 
OR~PHONE- 556 7928 or 
·555 0903 

WOODCRAFT SUPPLIES 
Picture Framing • Keys Cut 
Timber Boards Cut to Size 

Open Monday-Saturday 
9am-6pm 109 Broughton Street 

556 9672 

BE COOL 
Develop your creativity by 

learning guitar at the 
Edinbur gh Guitar Studio 

Satisfaction and results 
g uaranteed. 

Booking: 557 3215 

SPEECH AND DRAMA 
Tuition 
LLAM, ADB 

Member of Society of Teachers of 
Speech and Drama 

Phone 557 1349 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Monday 3rd March Community 
Council meeting, Drummond 
Community High, 7.30pm. All 
welcome - the chance of a 
sneak preview of lan 
Appleton's Hoperoun 
Masterplan, shortly to be 
considered by the City Council. 

Monday 3rd March 
'Branches Everywhere' -
Pointers to climbing your family 
tree, speaker Alice Lauder. 
Broughton History Society, at. 
Drummond Community High, 
7.15 for 7.30pm. 

Tuesday 11th March 
Song Recital at the Nelson Hall, 
McDonald Road Library, 
7.45pm. Sheila Graham 
(mezzo-soprano), Stuart 
Montgomery (piano). Admission 
free. 

Saturday 22nd Ma·rch 
Book Sale at the Nelson Hall , 
McDonald Road Library, 9am to 
1pm. 

INDEPENDENCE 
JOINERY 

W indows, doors, floors, attic 
conversions, kitchens, wardrobes, 
and all aspects of joinery work 
For a friend ly, efficient and 
reliable service call your local 
joiner on-

556 8821 or 
0802 629829 (mobile) 

ESTIMATES FREE • 
VERY COMPETITIVE 

RATES 

BROUGHTON 
Spurtle 

Free No 35 March 1997 

FALSE CHOICES 
As we wait for the City Council to fix 
its budget, we ' re being presented with 
false choices. Folk at the Stafford 
Centre worry tha t mental health 
services won' t have the same popular 
appeal as schools, for example, when 
it comes to the crunch. But Spurtle 
rejects the choice between old and 

young, education and health, social 
work and the environment. 

We believe this country can afford 
decent services for all. Including traffic 
calming to make our streets safer, 
healthier and more pleasant to live in! 

It's the political will that seems to be 
missing. 

A weel-kentface has gone from Broughton Street. Calum of Just Junk is moving on 
to other things - with the emphasis on his artistic interests. The distinctive painting 
on the wall round the corner remains - his legacy to the local scene. 

New feature 

Debate 
page2 

• ,An appeal (0 folk working in 
the Br oughton Mar¥et area, 
who park their cars, in the 1an.e 
there: DON 'T! Sp urt l e 
hears it's gettin g clogged up, 
and pedestrians ri~k life and 
Jimb from traffic squeezing 
thr ough. 

• Still at Broughton Marlfet. The 
causeystanes throughfrom 
Barony Street to Dublin Street 
were dug up.to lay cable, and 
then very poorly replaced. At 
least one local resident has 
phoned the Council about this -
but no response yet! 

• Champions .Club's former 
premises at the corner of 
Annandale Street and Hopetoun 
Crescent are CQrning down - the 
site is part of the proposed 
Teague housing development. But 
the Club will re-surface farther up 
the Street. They've been granted 
planning pennjssion to develop 
the old Magnet building as a 
leisure centre complete with 8-
lane bowling a1ley. 

• Following objections by 
Pilrig Street resident Mr 
Tobermann, a public local 
e;nquiry Reporter has 
recommended amendment of the 
proposed Leith Conservation 

. Area. He 's advised the City 
Council to extend the boundary 
to include part of the south side 
of the Street excluded in their 
plan. But he didn 't accept that 
'Pitrig Cottages, Shaw's Terrace 
and Shaw's Place should also 
be included. 

More Brje.fly on page .3 



Michael Dixon 
lives in Barony 
Street. He 
convenes the 
Community 
Council ' s 
traffic sub
committee. 

Six months ago the City of Edinburgh 
Council's Central Edinburgh Traffic 
Experiment removed eastbound traffic 
from Princes Street. Straight away 
traffic on Broughtc1n Street increased 
and the locality became blighted by 
more accidents, fumes, congestion and 
illegal parking. The Council now 
proudly boasts that the experiment 
has "reduced traffic volumes and has 
thereby reduced accidents, pollution 
and im proved th e pedestrian 
environment"- and so it has on Princes 
Street, but not on Broughton Street. 

But Broughton Street is not the 
only s treet to have been affected 
in this way . Similar'concerns come 
from Howe Street, 
No rthumberl and Street, Dundas 
Street, No rth West Circus Place, 
Great Kin-g Street, etc, e tc - and 
thi s is only the beginning ! When 
westbound traffic is removed from 
Princes Street and when the 
Gree nw ays sc.he me i s 
implemented as well, the traffic 
di splacement will be even greater 
and the nui sance of more cars, 
more noi se, more pollution, more 
accidents, and more illega l 
parking , will ripple out to areas 
lik e Bellevue , Broughton , 
Canonmills and Stockbridge, that 
are currently unaffected. 

While the Council is right to 
work to counter the effects of 
increased car ownership , it is 
doubtful whether the Central 
Ed inburgh Traffic Experiment is 
the ri ght solution. In the main the 
scheme does nothing to reduce 
overall traffic in the c ity centre 
but merely di splaces it onto Queen 
Street and into adjoining street 
networks through res idential areas 
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Debate 
Last month we 
covered a 

I 

meeting on the 
traffic situation in 
Broughton Street. 
Council officials 
promised to carry 
out a survey and 
report back 
in a public 
consultation by 
mid-March. 
Meanwhile the 
controversy 
continues over 
the banning of 
cars from one 
side of Princes 
Street, and the 
proposal that this 
be extended to 
the other side in 
due course. 
What's the 
connection? 
Spurtle presents 
two local views. 

that were neither designed nor 
constructed for the purpose of 
carrying through traffic, which of 
course Princes Street was . 

It must be recognised that the 
improvements on Princes Street 
have been achieved at the expense 
of the surrounding residential 
areas and that any extension of the 
scheme threatens to turn the whole 
res idential city centre into a maze 
of rat-runs. Any judgement about 
thi s £1.25 million experiment 
cannot be based solely on the 
advantages brought to Princes 
Street but must also consider the 
disadvantages created e lsewhere. 
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Jdne Coville 
lives in East 
C l a r eln o n t 
Street. She's 
wielded a 
SLOW DOWN 
placard tn 
Broughton 
Street. 

For one brief moment I am being 
equally as radical as David Begg and 
his Transport Strategy. I am praising a 
councillor - the truth is out! I believe 
we are fortunate in Edinburgh to have 
people like Begg with the vision and 
determination to implement measures 
needed to make us masters of the car, 
not its slaves. 

The closure of the north side of 
Princes Street has obviously caused 
traffic problems for other areas . 
Unfortunately, over the short-term, 
this appears a necessary evil. The 
answer is to campaign for measures to 
remedy these problems, not to cancel 
the Princes Street project. 

The Council is aware that it is vital 
to retain public support for such radical 
policies. As part of its "Moving 
Forward" stra tegy a transport 
awareness programme is being set up, 
to involve communities in the future 
ofEdinburgh' s transport development 
- get involved! I don't believe this is 
just window dressing. 

The Princes Street closure is only 
one part of the strategy. It also includes 
Green ways to improve the efficiency 
of bus~s. the CERT bus way from the 
airport, park-and-ride sites on the 
outskirts, more cycle paths and 
walkways- all designed to encourage 
people to "divorce" their cars. The 
Council is constrained by reliance on 
approval and funding by the Scottish 
Office - and by the deregulation of 
buses, which should be under Counci l 
control. 

The only cure appears to be to lead by 
example. If we are not prepared to 
sacrifice in the short term for the long 
term good, the word LEAD will take on 
a whole new meaning and make our city 
a very uncomfortable place to be. 

AS OTHERS SEE US 
Catherine Broitman and Luc Bouzol, 
from France, are spending a year in 
Broughton. 

We came to Scotland for the first 
time last Easter holidays, with our 
two sons. We enjoyed our travel all 
over Scotland, and we fell in love with 

Edinburgh. When we went back to 
France we decided to live in Edinburgh 
for a year. 

When we arrived the 14th August 
1996 we discovered Broughton area 
for the first time, and it was there that 
we found a flat to rent. Before we used 
to live in Paris, in a modem building, 
and this area looked very different. 
Here we are living in an old fl at - with 
some wat~r leaks when it' s raining, 

but with a very nice view. The area is 
very quiet, near the centre, and we 
enjoy Broughton Street where we can 
find any shop we need. But it would be 
better if there were some shops in East 
Claremont Street, which is quite sad. 
Moreover at sunset (very early in 

winter!) the street lights are 
very poor, and the atmosphere 
is yet sadder. 

Our sons Paul and Boris 
are going to Bro:ughton 
Primary School. At the 
beginning it was difficult for 
them because they didn 't 
spe<ik:English at all. Now they 
begin to speak, and understand 
more and more. Their teachers 
are very kind to them. The 
school looks like a castle to 
them! 

The lifesty le is very 
different for us because here we don't 
work (we are looking for a job but it's 
difficult to find one). We are attending 
some English courses at Telford 
Col lege, and we meet a lot of students. 
But we wish we met more Scottish 
families. 

Finally, we don't regret our choice 
to come to Edinburgh, where the 
people are lovely and Scotland a very 
nice country. 

7 A BUS SERVICE 

This service runs in the evenings from Monday to Saturday 
and on Sundays it runs all day. It is a half hourly service 
from Granton to Captain's Road and back. 

From Drummond High bus stop towards Captains Road the 
service times are-
Monday-Saturday 7.32pm - every half hour - I 1.02pm 
Sundays 8.32am - every half hour - II. 02pm 

From Bellevue Crescent bus stop towards Granton the 
service times are-
Monday-Saturday 7pm - every half hour- 11.30pm 
Sundays 9.30am - every half hour - II pm 

Any comments on the service? Write to Charles Evans, 
LRT plc, I -4 Shrub Place, EH74PA. 
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BRIE FLYcontinued 

• There's a Library Book Sale at the 
Nelson Hall, McDonald Road on 
Saturday, 22nd March, 9am to lpm. 
This is likely to be the last large 
book Sale in McDonald Road 
Library for some time, as there's a 
move towards holding smaller, local 
book sales on a more regular basis 
and in vadous libraries. So.the Han 
w.ill be clear~d of all the shelving 
and boxes of books, and Iefr clear 
and tidy for other events. 

• Also at the Nelson Hall, a weekly 
Toy Library started in February. 
It's on every Thursday, 10-
1 1.30am, staffed by WRVS 
volunteers. The idea is to supply a 
wide variety of interesting and 
stimulating toys to children who 
would not otherwise have access to 
them - at only a few pence a time. 

• Last month Janice Johnston told us 
about the fox sighted in Bellevue. 
Now Ian Thomson has seen one in 
Barony Street, in the middle of the 
day. Unlike the Bellevue beast, it 
was far from emaciated, and trotted 

off round into Broughton Market as 
he watched. 

• Ian Dunn aims to open his new 
Stonewall Restaurant in the Gay 
Centre building on St Patrick's Day. 
There will be a blessing and official 
opening by the Sisters of Perpetual 
Indulgence on Saturday 29th March. 
Neighbouring residents and 
businesses in Broughton Street will 
get an invitation by flyer nearer the 
time. 
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BROUGHTON STREET 
BRUNCHERIE 

Sandwich Bar 
71 Broughton Street 
Open 7am to 4 pm. 

Mon to Fri, 
Sam to 2pm Saturday 

Telephone orders welcome 
0131 556 9732 
Quality Food 

Competitive Prices 
Personal Service 




